AFRICA EDUCATIONAL COLLECTION
ED.79.23.1 f,h

Finely woven raffia cloth samples in a simple, plain weave. From the Democratic Republic of the Congo. This fabric was made from the finely split leaves of the raffia palm tree and was used for wrapped and draped garments before commercially woven cloth became widely available. Early 20th century

ED.85.3.19


Thumbnail piano, also called a kalimba in some cultures. A typical musical 


instrument common to several tribes/cultures in Western, Southern,  and Central 
Africa. Made of wood and metal (often pounded and flattened nails). Often made with a hollow gourd as the resonating chamber. In rural areas of Swaziland in South Africa, wood burning is the form of art decoration of these instruments. Walking is the only way to go in many areas so this is the Zulu I-pod to pass the time and entertain. 20th century
ED.94.36.8 a


Poster showing adinkra symbols and their meanings from the Ivory Coast. The 


stamps are made of carved gourds and used for printing on cloth. Though 

traditionally used on cloth meant to worn at funerals, fabric with this kind of 

printing is worn today at other times as well.
ED.95.31.19 a, b


Bracelet made of elephant hair and a sample of elephant hair from Lamberini. 

Elephant hair symbolized strength and was thought to hold magical properties,  


Democratic Republic of the Congo. 20th century
ED.2000.14.26


This is the Biblical story of the Queen of Sheeba and Soloman, hand painted in 44 

Scenes, similar in style to a graphic novel or cartoon strip, on canvas from Ethiopia. The Christian church in Ethiopia is one of the oldest in the world and this story relates how the officials of that church became the guardians of the ancient Hebrew “ark of the covenant” which was said to have been given by Soloman to Menelik, his son with the Queen of Sheeba. On separate typed sheets in a plastic protector each of the 44 frames of the story are described. 
ED.2000.20.22 a-f

Woodblock printed cards showing various West African cloth head wraps for 


women. Costume historians have studied head wraps of southern US slaves and 

found that they brought the styles here from different regions of Africa. 

Interesting fact: Rosie the Riveter, a symbol of American strength during WWII, 

wore her kerchief tied in traditional African style showing how some slave 

fashions became incorporated into US. fashion. Late 20th century
ED.2004.3.135


Mounted photo of a bride from the Zulu tribe of  Natal province in South Africa.


She wears an elaborate raised hairdo and colorful beadwork. Beadwork was the 

equivalent to the modern “love letter” or valentine, a man would send it to her and 

colors and design might say “I love you, what do we do now?” It was not only art, 

but communication. Mid-late 20th century.

ED.2004.5.6 a-c


Napkin rings made of coiled native grasses in basketry technique. These were


sold in a craft shop in Rhodesia (now known as Zimbabwe) organized by a 


late resident of Pilgrim Place, Louise Torrence. Women made the items for sale to 


help raise money for their children’school tuition. There is no free education there 

and school fees are charged to buy everything except the bench they sit on. 

Uniforms and books have to be purchased, they are not provided.
ED.2004.12.3 a, b


Chokwe tribal mask with detached “hat” made from raffia fiber in a needle-


stitched technique and then stuffed. Used in young boys’ initiation/circumcision


ceremonies. Democratic Republic of the Congo. Mid 20th century
ED.2005.1.256


Finely woven sample of raffia fiber cloth from the Democratic Republic of the

Congo. Used for wrapped and draped garments before commercially woven 


cloth became widely available. Early 20th century

ED.2005.1.262


Twined basketry strainer from South Africa. Typical of hand made food prep-


aration utensils used before commercially made plastic and metal ones became 


widely available. Early to mid 20th century
ED.2005.1.297

Poster of designs of carved wooden chiefs’ stools and their meanings from Ghana.

(The chief was elevated so as to always sit with his head above others.)
ED.2005.1.336 a


Poster telling the story of “the Amistad Event” when kidnapped West Africans


sued for their freedom and return to their native land, defended by former presi-


dent John Quincy Adams in the early 1800s.

ED.2005.1.337


Map of East African countries showing the wildlife/animals common to each.
ED.2005.1.339 a-r

Carved thornwood figurines from Nigeria showing villagers about their daily activities. Most are pieces of larger figures as these are typically made of 2-3 different types of wood and then glued together. As the results are quite fragile, they often break apart. One of the best preserved of these figures is a canoe carrying cargo and passengers- canoes were the most efficient way to move people and goods between villages on the many rivers of the area before the advent of roads and trucks and they are still the best way in the rainy season.

ED.2005.3.13 a-i


9 UNICEF card stock figures of children in traditional dress:



(a) girl from Morocco



(b) girl from Madagascar



(c) boy in kente cloth robe from Ghana



(d) boy from Lesotho in basketry hat



(e) girl from Zambia



(f) girl from Ethiopia



(g) girl of the Masai tribe from Tanzania



(h) boy from Senegal



(i) boy from Liberia playing drums

ED.2005.3.21  Fragment of kente cloth from Ghana. Kente is woven in narrow strips by 

men using a foot treadle loom. The strips are then attached along their length to form larger fabric. Because it is very time consuming to make, a finished piece can be quite expensive and is usually only worn by royalty or the very wealthy in West Africa. These strips are currently used on graduation robes in the US to show pride for African heritage. This piece is made of cotton and rayon threads woven in a tapestry technique to produce the geometric designs.

ED.2005.3.23 a, b  
Fragments of commercially printed cloth from the Ivory Coast. The

designs on these are in imitation of the more expensive hand woven kente cloth.

ED.2005.3.24  
Fragment of a hand block printed cotton fabric from Sierra Leone from 

the 1970s.

ED.2005.26.19  
Carved thornwood figure of a man playing two drums and carrying a shakere (a 

gourd musical percussion instrument with a beaded net covering). This figure was 

made in Nigeria, but these types of musical instrument are used in many countries 

in western Africa.
ED.2006.1.340 a-d 


Four braided sisal mats made around the 1940s in Zimbabwe (then a British 

colony called Rhodesia) at the Mt. Silinda Training School, a large missionary-

run establishment. Sisal twine was used dyed and plain and braided into long 

strands which were then stitched together to form the desired shapes. Though the 

materials were native to the area, the shapes they made with them were not and 

were most likely made to sell to tourists.

ED.2006.1.371a,b   A pair of napkin rings made of dyed leather stretched over a wood 

base with a traditional stair-step design of woven strips of straw and dyed leather 

applied on top. These are probably from the country of Mali where this type of 

leather work is quite common for making shoes, bags and other items for 

everyday use. These napkin rings were made for the tourist trade as napkin rings 

are not an item in use in traditional households.

ED.2006.8.3


This style of necklace is known as a “Zulu love letter” in South Africa where it 

was made in the mid-late 1900s. These love letters were “sent” by young men to 

their prospective “sweethearts” with messages encoded in the colors and shapes 

used in the pendant rectangle on the necklace. In conservative households and 

townships, this might be the only way a young man and woman could 

communicate their interest in each other.

ED.2006.9.26 a,b   Fragments of dresses made with native fabric from Sierra Leone in 

the 1970s. Piece (a) is block printed by hand with abstract sunburst and plant 

motifs. The other piece is tie dyed in a striped pattern.

ED.2006.9.28  This triangular head scarf from west Africa has typical commercially 

printed “African” motifs on it- one side has turtles on a striped background and 

the reverse side shows tropical fish on a wave-like background. Tying one’s head 

scarf in unusual ways is one way a woman can show off her personal style and the 

women of west Africa are masters at this. 

ED.2006.9.47   A laminated map of “Africa Today” on one side and “Africa’s Natural 

Realms” on the reverse from the National Geographic Society. 

ED.2007.1.147   A laminated National Geographic map entitled “The Peoples of Africa” 
on one side and “The Heritage of Africa” on the other.

ED.2009.10.10   A leather thong necklace with a carved wood pendant in the shape of a 


stylized tribal mask from South Africa. Masks were often used by traditional 

cultures in west and central Africa. However they were not as common among the 

tribes of South Africa (of which the Zulu are the best known by Americans). As 

tourism in Africa became more popular throughout the 20th century, and the 

demand for souvenirs grew, tribes that had never used masks started making them and items such as this pendant, for sale to visitors. This pendant is not a copy of a traditional mask, but is a new pattern made specifically for sale to tourists based on what the carver felt would seem “typical” to someone outside the culture. 

ED.2009.10.11   This necklace is also from South Africa. It is made from three different 
kinds of seeds found in the region. Unlike the previous necklace, this one does not 
pretend to be traditional, but is a nod to modern, urban fashionable dress. Instead 

of fibers or leather being used to “string” the beads, gold metal wire is used 

instead.
ED.2009.18.3   This necklace of seed beads was made by the Masai tribe of Kenya in the 



late 1900s. It uses the bright colors so popular all over Africa. Note the small 

silver paillettes (like a sequins, but with the hole at the top instead of in the 
center). The Masai, like many tribal groups, love to incorporate new things into 
their body ornaments like these bits of plastic. There are photographs of Masai 

women wearing earrings with dangling parts made of  toothbrush heads that have 

been drilled so that they can be strung, which is a very creative re-use of a 

common household object! 

ED.2009.21.20   A poster of kente cloth designs and their meanings from an exhibition at 


he UCLA Fowler Museum. Kente cloth is hand woven of cotton or rayon in 

Ghana by the Asante people and sewn together to form draped large robes for 

both men and women. Because of the time it takes to make, it is an extremely 

expensive fabric worn by only the wealthy. Here in the U.S., students of African-

American heritage often wear a “stole” of a single strip of kente cloth when 

participating in graduation ceremonies and ministers sometimes use them as stoles 

over their robes during church services.

ED.2009.28.3   This is another variation of the popular thumbnail piano found all over 


the African continent. This is a small one from Zambia. The five “keys” are made 


by flattening iron nails. When used in a public performance, a resonating chamber 


of a hollow gourd or wood box is often added to it to make the sound louder.

ED.2009.23.49   This head of a young woman is from Tanzania and carved out of ebony- 


a very dense and fine-grained wood native to the continent of Africa. It was 


carved in the mid-late 20th century. Her ear lobes are stretched out from wearing 


the very heavy earrings popular in East Africa. The lines carved in her head may 


indicate the direction the hair was combed or possibly tiny lines of braids.

ED.2010.1.111   This is a large reproduction of a photograph by Pilgrim Place resident 


Mary Ida Gardner of the Church of Saint George in Lalibela, Ethiopia. This is one 


of the most famous of the churches in this area that were carved out of solid rock 


cliffs to protect them from raiders in centuries past. The people in Ethiopia who 


built these churches are among some of the oldest Christian communities in the 


world as they adhere to a form of Coptic Christianity that dates back to the very 


first centuries A.D. (now sometimes called  C.E.)

ED.2010.35.9   This is a flour sack from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Notice 

the words in French, the language of the European colonial power (Belgium) that 

once controlled the area, and English. Sacks like this have many uses after they 

are empted of the flour they once contained. They can even be used to make 

clothes, especially for children.

ED.2010.35.10   This banner from the Democratic Republic of the Congo promotes 


peaceful public programs such as the crucial one of providing clean drinking 


water to the population over the use of scarce funds to buy weapons. It was made 


primarily by a method of resist dyeing called batik (areas of cloth are painted with 


wax to block off the dye when the piece is dipped in a coloring solution) with the 


details filled in by a process called screen printing. It was made in 1957, before 


the country gained it’s independence from Belgium.
